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UNIQUE HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE TO COMMEMORATE ITALIAN JEWISH VICTIMS 
Simultaneous public reading of 8,000 names of Italian Jewish victims of the Holocaust
January 26 – Los Angeles – Today and tomorrow Italians all around the world are commemorating the Day of Remembrance of the Holocaust. In Los Angeles, the Italian Consulate General, the Italian Cultural Institute, and AJC, orchestrated a public reading of the names of the 8,000 Italian Jewish victims of the Holocaust. The simultaneous reading of the names was held at three locations: Milken Community High School, one of the largest Jewish day schools in the country; the acclaimed Los Angeles Museum of the Holocaust; and USC Hillel, USC’s center for Jewish life.

“We wanted to personalize the victims and survivors, to remember that each victim was an individual whose hopes and dreams were extinguished by the Nazis,” said Hon. Giuseppe Perrone, Consul General of the Republic of Italy in Los Angeles. “Together we commemorated, educated, and shared the moment of remembrance for the individual victims by reading each name aloud all over Los Angeles.” 

In July 2000, the Republic of Italy proclaimed January 27, the anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, a Day of Remembrance to commemorate Italian Jews who were victims of the Holocaust, and all those who had risked their own lives to try to save others. In 2005, the United Nations General Assembly designated that day as International Holocaust Remembrance Day. 

“The UN Resolution represents more than just a day of remembrance, said AJC assistant director for International Relations Gosia Weiss. “It also rejects denial of the Holocaust, and condemns discrimination and violence based on religion or ethnicity. We are grateful to Italy, represented in Los Angeles by the Consulate General, for taking the initiative to gather the community in Los Angeles and publicly commemorate the victims of Nazi persecution.” AJC has close relationships with the members of the consular corps in Los Angeles, including the Italian Consulate. For the past three years, the Italian Consulate, the Italian Cultural Institute, and AJC have partnered on Holocaust commemoration programs. 
At the Los Angeles Museum of the Holocaust, a large group gathered to read the names from the list of 8,000: visitors of the Museum, AJC Board members, students, and passers-by. “The Los Angeles Museum of the Holocaust is devoted to commemorating those who perished and those who survived the Holocaust. We hope that this public reading helped educate Jews and non-Jews alike about the fate of the Italian Jewish community 70 years ago, and, by this example, of the fate of Jewish communities throughout Europe,” said Mark Rothman, Executive Director of the Los Angeles Museum of the Holocaust. 

Sassan Masserat, an Italian Jew living in Los Angeles who serves as AJC’s Liaison to the Italian Consulate, was one of the readers at the Museum.  “The institutionalization of the ‘Giornata della Memoria’ by the Italian government has particular meaning; by mandating the commemoration of the Shoah at an international level, it provides the governmental support that is much needed to ensure that similar tragedies remain a memory.  While I never personally experienced anti-semitism while living in Italy, I find this commemoration even more meaningful because of the personal involvement of important figures such as our Consul General Giuseppe Perrone and other local leaders,” said Mr. Masserat. 

Milken Community High School was asked to participate in the project because its student body reflects the diverse Jewish population of Los Angeles, and it is located between the two largest Jewish population centers in Southern California.  “Our mission is to create future leaders who will go on to fight indifference and ignorance and intolerance in the world.  Milken students represent the future and we are honored to be able to partner with the Consul General of Italy and with AJC for this moving tribute to the Italian Jewish Community,” said Dr. Roger Fuller, Upper School Principal of Milken Community High School.

Older students also had a chance to take part in the reading at USC Hillel. “As the Center of Jewish Life at USC, USC Hillel is proud to partner with the Italian Consulate and AJC in commemoration of Italian victims of Nazi brutality.  Having student participation in this effort is essential as we enrich and build this next generation of compassionate, responsible, and ethical community leaders,” said Michael Jeser, USC Hillel’s Executive Director. 
The Italian Jewish community, one of the oldest in Europe, numbered about 50,000 in 1933. Despite its alliance with Germany, the Fascist regime in Italy responded equivocally to German demands first to concentrate and then to deport Jews residing in Italian occupation zones in Yugoslavia, Greece, and France to killing centers in the German-occupied Poland. Italian military authorities generally refused to participate in mass murder of Jews or to permit deportations from Italy or Italian-occupied territory. Between 1941 and 1943, thousands of Jews escaped from German-occupied territory to the Italian-occupied zones. After Fascist Italy’s fall in 1943 the Germans deported over 8,000 Jews from Italy, Italian-occupied France, and the islands of Rhodes and Kos, most of them to Auschwitz-Birkenau. More than 40,000 Jews survived the Holocaust in Italy.

For information call Gosia Weiss, Assistant Director for International Relations, AJC @ 310.282.8080 ext. 325
� Adapted from � HYPERLINK "http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10005455" �http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10005455�. 
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